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The Nizam was the subject of innumerable jokes ; and
he did his best unconsciously to live up to his reputation
by making appearances in public in undistinguished, shoddy
clothes, and riding around his state in an ancient touring
car which, by the looks of it when I saw it, the makers
ought to have subsidised as an advertisement for the lasting
properties of their product. His was hardly the public
figure to catch the imagination and win unthinking loyalty.
What loyalty he did enjoy was the loyalty of self-interest
from members of Hyderabad's ruling minority. He had no
real friends among his fellow-princes. Too often had his
insistence upon his special status as the only Exalted High-
ness offended their dignity.
" The Nizam was crazy to get himself into such a
position," said one of the prudent Princes at a party I
attended recently. " He ought to have seen what was
coming and made the best bargain possible."
" As you did ? " I suggested gently.
" Exactly, dear lady," he beamed. " I don't pride myself
on many things, but I do pride myself on the belief that my
education in England has transformed me into a realist.
The English have a very simple but wise saying, * What
cannot be cured, must be endured.' I like that philosophy
very much. When I saw the inevitable approaching, I didn't
sit down to await it but went out to meet- it, determined to
make such arrangements as would make it endurable, if not
entirely pleasurable."
" Am I to take it that you are not so entirely convinced
of the virtues of representative government, universal
suffrage, and the overall wisdom of the Congress Party as
your public statements would suggest ? " I rallied him. . /
" Now really," he shrugged. " Do you expect me .to
commit myself in public to an avowal of my -inward con-
victions ? Our relations with all the leading spirits of the
day are most satisfactory. So let them remain ! "
" But your private view ? " I persisted.    .